CHAPTER VI

Destruction of the monasteries - *4 a rascal multitude " - Lord
. James Stewart -the Lords support the rebellion - truce
between Mary of Guise and the Congregation ~ Knox's
growing authority - the Protestants seize the capital - Knox
negotiates with England - the Congregation depose the
regent - defeat of the Reformers - death of Mary of Guise.
THE example of Perth was followed In other
places, and doubtless some of those who took
part in the looting of the monasteries and abbeys
believed that the attacks were made In accordance
with the Beggars' Summons. For that Summons
had declared that the priests would be turned out
of their institutions at Whitsunday, and the out-
break at Perth had occurred only four days before
Whitsunday. Knox hated images with an almost
mad hatred, but he could not defend the gutting
of the monasteries. He writes that such attacks
were " the work of a rascal multitude who cared
nothing for religion," but the destruction was led
by the Reformers, and they gloried In their
efforts to erase from the face of Scotland the
marks of tbe Catholic beast. Then, and later in
the year, many of the great abbeys of Scotland
were attacked by the people, and nothing was
left but the bare walls.
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